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Kristine Lee Leiphart serves as the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Regional Affairs for the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) within the U.S. 
Department of Commerce.  She oversees the Office of 
Performance and National Programs and six regional offices 
with a staff of about 170 people. 
 

Prior to working at EDA, Kristine served as the Deputy 
Chief Financial Officer and Deputy Associate Administrator 
for the Office of Budget and Policy overseeing a budget of 
$18.5 billion for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

at the U.S. Department of Transportation.  She was responsible for working with the 
Office of Management and Budget, the Government Accountability Office, and the 
Office of the Inspector General for FTA’s implementation and compliance related to 
various Federal Acts and directives.   
 

Her publications include articles on budget and performance integration, sustainable 
community planning, military logistics, safety, workforce planning, base realignment and 
closure, transit oriented developments, high speed rail, and housing.    
 

Kristine has a doctorate degree from the School of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
from the University of Illinois, and master’s and bachelor’s degrees in political science, 
urban studies and sociology from Northwestern University.  She served as a lecturer for 
transportation safety and security classes at George Mason University.  She has a degree 
designation as a global logistics specialist (GLS) and is certified in transportation 
logistics management.   
 


